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John Gaudet of Dundas has barely let &
go of the large silver trophy he and Wi
his young charges picked up thispast | |
weekend at the World Pipe Band '
Championshipsin Glasgow,
Scotland.

Mr. Gaudet |eads the young corps of
Hamilton Police Pipe Band snare
drummers who won aworld title for
their drumming at the massive
annual event Aug. 13, held in the
epicentre of the piping and
drumming world. The band's

drummers were judged the best T % &%a
among almost 30 bands from around jonn Gaudet leads the you-r;g" corps of Hamilton
P Police Pipe Band snare drummers who won a
the World WhO Competed In the world title for their drumming.
Grade 3B classification at The
Worlds.

The band as awhole finished ninth
in Grade 3B, lower than its members hoped but still atremendous result for
aband that just started playing at the high-calibre Grade 3 level this year.

Few band members had experienced the pressures of playing in Scotland,
and the band had never been heard or seen by discriminating Scottish and
Northern Irish judges.

Though partially sponsored by Hamilton's police service, the band is made
up amost entirely by areateenagers. The young musicians and their parents

raised some $50,000 to get the 32 members overseas for two weeks, playing
inaseriesof contests.

Along with the world drumming title, the band also won a prestigious

http://www.dundasstarnews.com/NA SA pp/cs/ContentServer ?2pagename=brabant/L ayout/A... 8/19/2005



Drummers return from Scotland as World Champions Page 2 of 2

Highland Games competition in North Berwick, a resort town near
Edinburgh, and wrapped up its Scottish competitions by finishing just
behind a 2005 world champion band at the Perth Highland Games on
Sunday.

Mr. Gaudet was ecstatic about the title, saying his "kids" worked so hard for
the past year to bring their skills up to an elite level. While most top pipe
bands sport musicians who have played for many, many years, Mr. Gaudet
and instructor lan Madeiros have been steadily raising the bar with teenaged
drummers as young as 15.

Mr. Gaudet said a huge amount of the credit is owed to band Pipe Mgjor
Peter Aumonier, and to overall band leader Don Forgan, a Hamilton Police
detective and elite-level piper.

The Hamilton Police Pipe Band is one of the largest and most successful
musical organizations in the country, with three active bands and more than
60 pipers and drummers.

The band is al'so highly regarded for its emphasis on devel oping young
musicians and fostering a strong family atmosphere. Mr. Gaudet and Mr.
Forgan both have active teaching programs for young drummers and pipers,
and are particularly keen on bringing new youngsters into the entry-level
instruction program and band this fall.
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